Celebration of the 250th anniversary

of the Academy of Agriculture of France
European Symposium May 25th, 2011
Since its inception, the French Academy of Agriculture (AAF) has kept in touch with other similar academies in  Europe. As a matter of fact, most of the latter were founded also at the end of the 18th century, the age of “Enlightenment”. It was a time of confidence in Science, the elite wishing it to play a central  role in Society. 

Two hundred and fifty years later, the confidence in Science has weakened. Agriculture and food sciences are affected all the same. Yet, we must continue to develop new techniques to overcome the tremendous problems posed by depleting natural resources and a growing world population. For that, we need research. To be fruitful, research must be free. At the same time, it must be supervised to avoid hasty application of unsecured findings, as well as to make the best use of scarce resources. 

These serious difficulties face agronomic research in similar terms all over Europe. This is the reason why the AAF has seized the opportunity of its 250th anniversary for inviting sister European academies to discuss the matter in this Symposium held under the aegis of the Union of European Academies of Agriculture (UEAA). 

PROGRAM
[ Morning : (venue : Académie d’Agriculture de France (AAF), 18 rue de Bellechasse, 75007 Paris) 
09h30 : Meeting of the Union of European Academies of Agriculture (UEAA) Steering Committee 
12h00 : Snacks and wine (offered by the AAF) 

13h30 : Departure for the Ministry of Agriculture ]
Afternoon symposium : (venue : Ministry of Agriculture, 78 Rue de Varenne, 75007 Paris) 
Which future for agronomic research in Europe ? 
14h 00 : Opening session
          Welcome
· Dr. J.-F. Morot-Gaudry, President and Dr.G. Paillotin, Life Secretary, AAF 

· Prof. M. Zybets, President of the  Academy of Agriculture of Ukraine, UEAA Chairman 
    Guest speakers 
· Dr. D. Ciolos, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development 

· Dr. P. Sylwan, Royal Swedish Acad. of Agriculture and Forestry: Return to Eden: the role of Science in creating a sustainable agriculture for the future
15h 10 : First Roundtable (maximum 10 minutes by speaker) 
Moderator : Dr. F. Houllier, Deputy DG, French National Institute for Agricultural Research 

· Prof. O. Christen (President, German Dachverbands Agrarforschung) :  Agriculture research between tradition and new challenges. 

· Dr. J. Boyazoglu (Greek Academy of Agriculture) (topic to be confirmed)
· Dr. J. Lipavský (President, Czech Acad. of Agriculture): Financing of agriculture science and research 

· Dr. M. Simula (Finnish Academy of Science and Letters): Challenges facing European forestry research
· Prof. B. Gaina (Moldavian Academy of sciences) : International cooperation and impacts of results on agricultural development in Moldavia  
· A member of  the Russian (G. Romanenko ? G. Ouchatchef ?), or Dutch Academy ?
   Discussion
16h 20 : Second Roundtable (maximum 10 minutes by speaker) 
 
Moderator : Dr. P. Briand, DG, Food Department, French Ministry of Agriculture (to be confirmed)

· Prof. F. Scaramuzzi (Italian Accademia dei georgofili): National and global food security, quality and safety
· Prof. G. Sin (President, Romanian Academy of Agricultural and Forest Sciences Gheorghe Ionescu-Sisesti): Synergies and potential conflicts between food, fodder, fibers and fuels
· Prof. B. Rivza and Dr. Ieva Brence (Latvian Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences): Unanswered questions by research in the field of food safety and quality
· Prof. M. Piskula  (Polish Academy of Sciences) (topic to be confirmed) 
· A member of  the Russian (G. Romanenko ? G. Ouchatchef ?), or Dutch Academy ?    
Discussion 
17h 30 : Closing 

Dr. B. Le Maire, French Minister of Agriculture (or his representative)

17h 45 : Inauguration of exhibition of ancient forest and land use maps of Bohemia (17th to 19th centuries)
18h 00 : Cocktail
