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European agricultural societies
1750-1850

When were science and agriculture linked
together?

o|. Scientific research was first involved in
agricultural progress in the eighteenth century
when a new context increased the value of
agriculture

°||. The creation of Agricultural societies, their
members and their aims 1750s-1790

o|[l. 1800-50 : how scientists were increasingly
trusted



Science and Agriculture in the 18t c.

A favorable context: new economic theories

*Physiocrates, Kameralists, lllustrados:
fundamental wealth of a nation flowed from the
production, which could only — or mainly- be
provided by agriculture



Science and Agriculture in the 18t c.

A favorable context: new economic theories

*Physiocrates, Kameralists, lllustrados:
fundamental wealth of a nation flowed from the
production, which could only — or mainly- be
provided by agriculture

Hence governmental measures:
Scientists set to work on agricultural matters
Creation of agricultural societies



Duhamel du Monceau and Tillet
studied preservation of grain




Daubenton improved sheep breeds




Creation of agricultural societies

In 1761, the law of the Agricultural Society of Paris
“Agriculture will be its unique occupation. It will
aim at educating its countrymen mainly through
example, [...] at studying by constant practice all
that could contribute to a flourishing agriculture”.

Agronomy can be defined as “the living process of a
science, not a sound, accurate, demonstrative and
abstract science but a meeting place of the various
sciences.



Sciences and Agriculture in the 1780s

* [nvolvement in agricultural research of leading
scientists, in the Academie des Sciences

e Agricultural societies:

agronomy = Practical application for
Improvements

a duty of dissemination to a wide audience



Proliferation of economic or patriotic
societies, 1730-1789

Estimate number: Up to 562 societies for the
promotion of economic improvement in Europe and
overseas (Stapelbroek and Marjanen, 2012)

Great-Britain and Ireland = 82 agricultural societies
France: 20 regional + 29 local branches

Spain = 70 +14 in Spanish colonies

German speaking countries= at least 71

United Provinces = 57(created in 1777)

Denmark +Norway: 57; Sweden 7; Russia: 1



L’Académie d’Arras

An example of a
national
correspondence
network
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Young, Arthur (1741-1820)

Le Guide du fermier, ou Instructions pour
élever, nourrir, acheter et vendre les bétes a
cornes, les brebis, les moutons, les agneaux et
les cochons... Traduit de I'anglois sur la 4e
édition... Publication : Paris : J.-P. Costard,
1770

L'Esempio della Francia, avviso e specchio
all'Inghilterra ["The Example of France, a
warning to Britain"], di Arturo Young,...
Traduzione esatta dall'idioma inglese con
note
Publication : In Italia, 1794
Note(s) : Traduction établie par le P.
Gregorio Fontana. - Le texte original a été
publié en 1793



1800-1850

e Agricultural scientists- agronomists had to
support their theories with successful
examples that could be replicated elsewhere.

 Pioneers of this method included John
Sinclair, Albrecht Thaér, Emmanuel von
Fellenberg , Christophe Mathieu de Dombasle,
and Cosimo Ridolfi in Meleto, etc. They
improved tools, manures and soil fertility;
they trained pupils on their model-farm



Dissemination of knowledge
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Royal Agricultural Society of Boussingault ‘s monument
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